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The Fellowship is a newsletter published by the Chemical Recovery ministry. The Fellowship is making recovery far more exciting, provocative, and high-spirited (no pun intended), than our addiction ever was. The news of this world is dominated by
an earthly perspective. The Fellowship is a refreshing view of “everything under the sun” from the perspective of those formerly deeply entrenched in its vices and now free and grateful to share a unique perspective on life.

Living The Traditions
CR Workshop — March 28, 2009
On March 28, 2009 the New York Chemical Recovery Fellowship will be hosting its annual CR workshop entitled Living the Traditions.
The workshop will revisit the great dreams God laid on our hearts last year,
that have been realized since, including the redesign and re-launch of the CR
website along with the creation and monthly publication of The Fellowship,
the CR newsletter.
We will talk in depth about the philosophy of CR, embodied by the traditions—
Total Recovery, Biblical Authority, Truth in Love, Empathy, Accountability,
Willingness to Change, Eternal Fellowship, and Outreach—and what it means practically to apply these traditions on a daily
basis and view them as a part of our character and faith.
The collective spirit of such a large group of grateful disciples promises to bring a time of great fellowship. We will break
bread together, devote ourselves to learning from Scripture, and with glad and sincere hearts enjoy one another’s company.
What God has in store for CR this year is awe-inspiring. We look forward to seeing you there!
To Register to attend the workshop, please visit www.chemicalrecovery.org. Space is limited. Don’t delay!

Recent Articles
on the Web
Read these articles at
Www.chemicalrecovery.org

 Empathy - Can You Relate?
 A cure for Pride Pt 2
 Dr King: Honoring
his Legacy
 Childish Ways

...if my people, who are
called by my name, will
humble themselves and
pray and seek my face
and turn from their
wicked ways, then will I
hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and will
heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14

Expectations

According to your faith will it be done to
you. Matt 9:29

Like most I've prayed for and expected
change in my life. Sometimes it's come
about from reading a passage of scripture and becoming convicted, other times it's
been from hearing a message that's left me feeling compelled to change. In any case
the resulting enthusiasm has too often only led to a short lived surge of spiritual energy that didn't end with me changing. This kind of immature faith produces a misplaced expectation which ultimately leads to discouragement.
In 1 Sam 17 we see a young man named David gather for himself five smooth stones
from the stream as he prepared to face down and ultimately defeat the giant, Goliath.
What was it about David's faith that allowed him to expect such an unlikely and audacious victory? I believe that David's expectation wasn't pegged to a vague hope or a
general good feeling that something good was going to happen.
Instead he knew that when he took a stand, his God
would be with him. This simple understanding is inherently mature, and as such is the ingredient most often
lacking in our own faith. David's faith connected expectation to effort, where God blesses the efforts of anyone
who steps out on conviction by putting themselves on
the line for Him.
A willingness to change surely necessitates that when
our expectations are not realized, and in some cases repeatedly leave us feeling discouraged, we must deny our
inclinations to pull back. Instead by stepping out boldly
and drawing a broad line in the sand, we can claim what
has been promised and what we can certainly expect.

Q:

Who leads CR and who makes the decisions?

A:

One of the most significant changes occurring in the CR ministry is that we no longer have a leader of the
CR ministry on any level, be it in the local groups or in the Fellowship at large. The spirit of CR is now truly the
sick helping the sick. With no human leader to look to we are forced to look to God, His Word and His Spirit for
direction in a way that is almost always lessened when a human leader is appointed or recognized.

This new dynamic is amazing in so many ways. The tendency of people to use a leader as an excuse for why he or
she is not coming to CR or being unfairly treated in their recovery is greatly reduced. The temptation of the leader
to keep their own sin hidden, for fear they will be ineffective as a leader if their sin is exposed to those in his guidance, is taken off the table. The truism that power corrupts is recognized in CR and is defused by allowing the only
one who is impervious to corruption to hold all the power. You will find in CR that, in the decision-making process,
God and prayer, through two or more present in Jesus’ name, have been restored to their rightful place, and man
has been put in his.
We encourage you to join with us in spreading the truth of Gods Word and His plan of recovery for all caught in
the bonds of addiction.

The
Firewall

Q
&
A

Recently as part of a restaurant construction project
we were required to install commercially rated fireproofing. In this process we understood that our
compliance with the local fire codes provided an optimum protection to the occupants of the restaurant.
The principal component in our system was a firewall
that in an emergency could withstand the force of a
fire for two hours. The firewall was designed to literally hold back a fire until the people could be safely
evacuated.

This got me thinking. In the event of a fire, a firewall makes the difference between life and death, protecting the people on
the one side from the danger on the other. It acts in the same way the Bible protects God’s Church from the raging flames that
are destroying the lives of those in the world outside. The only difference being that the scriptures are more like a fireproof
window than a wall allowing those safely behind the wall to see the damage being caused by the fire on the other side.
In Job 28:20-28 we catch a glimpse of this firewall. For some, though illusive, it’s protection affords men their only real chance
of escaping the spiritual flames that are engulfing the world. We learn that wisdom has been God’s constant companion from
the beginning of creation and as such is alien to this world. This wisdom protects men by keeping them at a safe distance from the insanity of sin, the consequences of which are, at a minimum, the lifelong emotional scars and spiritual disfigurements that so many of us, the lucky ones, bear today.
Wisdom demands that we fear God and shun evil. In so doing we ensure that
the scorching effects of sin will never get close enough to burn our spirits.
Simply put, by maintaining a righteous fear and respect for God, we will always believe what He says in His word and so avoid the painful consequences
brought about by our own disobedience.
As with any other firewall, a defect in its construction could prove fatal in the
event of an emergency. Those unaware of such a condition might easily be
mislead into believing that they have nothing to fear, until the moment a fire
suddenly breaks out and they are immediately in need of the firewalls protection. The window in God’s firewall allows us to see first hand the damage caused by a spiritual fire without ever having to experience the searing effects of the flames in our own lives. What a shame if we still end up being burned.
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