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The Fellowship is a newsletter published by the Chemical Recovery ministry. The Fellowship is making recovery far more exciting, provocative, and high-spirited (no pun intended), than our addiction ever was. The news of this world is dominated by
an earthly perspective. The Fellowship is a refreshing view of “everything under the sun” from the perspective of those formerly deeply entrenched in its vices and now free and grateful to share a unique perspective on life.
When Jesus died, the
curtain of the temple
tore from top to bottom.
Fallen, sinful, unclean
man could now approach God with a directness and intimacy
reserved before only to
a select few. Imagine the sight of the curtain tearing and the sound of the rip which
signified the reality of a removal of the barrier between man and his Creator/ Father.

Re (Dis)covering
E A S T E R

Read the Full Article @
www.chemicalrecovery.org
The success of this years workshop
continues to prove that many people are still eager to grow in their
own recovery. This, of course, is
the key to helping others do the
same.
Attendees traveled from as far
west as San Diego, CA and as far
south as Palm Beach, FL.
Complimentary refreshments were
served all day thanks to the generous support of the NYC Church of
Christ which sponsored the entire
event.

Recent Articles
on the Web
Read these articles at

During Jesus’ crucifixion darkness covered the land. The world before Jesus’ death was
a world of darkness. Sin reigned and man was separated from God, His goodness, and
His grace. The resurrection of Christ lifted that pitch black state of our spirituality to
the bright light we now get to live in. Picture the darkness that enveloped the land that
day and the subsequent daylight that followed and how one must have felt seeing the
fulfillment of what the prophets longed for.
The earth itself shook violently at the death of
Christ. The universe: rocks, mountains, stars and
earth recognize the significance of the death and
resurrection of Jesus. The death of Christ was no
peaceful serene Easter event with white dresses
and rabbits and eggs and palms. No! It was a tumultuous and fearful day when the armies of God
and Satan clashed and the world shook from the
force of the battle as a most significant blow was
given to Satan and his troops. The peace of flowers
and dresses and palms we now enjoy began with an event the bible likens to the pain
and stress of child birth.
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 What Should You Expect?
 Willingness to Change - Conformity
 Truth in Love - Unwilling to
Shrink Back
 Strung Out

When words are many,
sin is not absent,
but he who holds his
tongue is wise.
Proverbs 10:19 NIV

Peter says of the crucifixion that the angels long to look into these things. Picture the
angels discussing the Scriptures and the times when these things might be fulfilled.
Imagine that scene. Thousands of angels longing with outstretched necks, on their tiptoes trying to get a glimpse of the genius of God’s plans. We are living the dream the
angels wanted just to look at. The least of us in God’s kingdom, according to Jesus, is
greater than John the Baptist--the greatest man who’d ever lived.
As an addict, as a fallen human being, are you in touch with, and can you still relate to
the tumult of the life you once lived? Do you remember the deep darkness you were
in? Is the longing for something better, something more, something eternal still fresh
for you?
Jesus makes everything new. Isn’t that what Easter is all about? Our old life is gone
and a new one is here. We wear spiritual clothes and bear spiritual arms. We are free,
clean, and in our right minds. Our future is full of an eternal hope. The old order of
things will pass. No pain, no aging, no corrosion, no darkness, no thirst, no hunger, no
ignorance, no shame. A new song, a new name, the tree of life, the stream of water,
streets of gold, a world of precious stones. Let us celebrate Easter anew; He Lives!

Q:
A:

Are drugs, alcohol and cigarettes all on the same level?

In Luke 13: 2, 3, Jesus speaks plainly on the idea of greater and lesser sins and degrees of guilt. "Do
you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? I
tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
Jesus makes clear that any unrepentant sin will lead you to the same place - hell! Since CR is a fellowship concerned with eternity and Biblical Authority we do not look to compare one drug to another, but rather whether
that drug is being used in a sinful way.
In the case of alcohol, where use is not condemned by Scripture, we are concerned with drunkenness
which is explicitly called out as sin in Galatians 5:21. Anyone with a history of drunkenness is called to repent
of the sin itself, but 1 Corinthians 6:12-14 gives us insight as to why one with such a history should avoid alcohol altogether. “Everything is permissible for me, but not everything is beneficial. Everything is permissible for
me, but I will not be mastered by anything.” Once mastered by alcohol, we risk re-enslavement unless we
cease to partake in its consumption. For us it becomes what in Matthew 18, Jesus calls those “things that
cause people to sin” for which he recommends a cutting off altogether.
Cigarettes are a drug which, like crack, heroin and many other drugs, destroys our bodies. 1 Corinthians 3:16-18 teaches “you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys
God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.” Drugs like these are
to be avoided as they master and destroy the very temple with which we are to honor God. Furthermore cigarettes are the hardest drug to quit; a testament to their mastering ability. Even the world and the cigarette
companies’ admit to their lethal quality.
Concerning prescription medication. Some questions to ask are: (a) Can you find a non-narcotic, non
addictive alternative and (b) Are you using more than is prescribed for a mood altering effect?
We are the worst judges in matters pertaining to ourselves and should consult with people in recovery to help
us answer these questions. “The purposes of a man's heart are deep waters, but a man of understanding
draws them out.” (Proverbs 20:4-6)
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If you one day discover that you're bored with recovery, here are a
few things to consider. Many of the stories in the bible dealing with
loss, separation, and even destruction interestingly have boredom as
a key ingredient. David, described as being a man after Gods own
heart, himself succumbed to a restless boredom, on one fatal evening in a sin committed with Bathsheba that would forever change
their lives.
Instead of accompanying his men to war, as was customary, David
remained at home. Springtime meant an end to winter and a resumption in Israel's military campaign against their Canaanite adversaries. However while his men went off to fight the enemies
of God risking their lives for the kings honor, David decided to stay at home in the comfort and safety of his palace.
History is filled with examples of rulers who were seduced by their own success, into somehow foolishly believing that their
sworn enemies were no longer a threat. Similar fantasies live on even today, in distracted minds that have forgotten their own
devastating past. They now suddenly imagine themselves as being in some way cured of corruption, and in no further need of
attention.
This phenomena can be seen today in churches across America, where pews are filled with both
men and women who are comfortable, secure and bored. No longer able to see the point in
fighting for much of anything, they might best be described as complacent, though they themselves would never see it that way.
Gone is their need to be rescued. In its place now only distant memories remain of the hard
fought battles that were part of their liberation story. Perhaps most troubling is their absence of
concern. Having been lulled to sleep by their comfortable circumstances their alarm is firmly in
the off position.
As David watched from the palace window his army marched out without him. His mind drifted
to how he would spend the coming months . Little did he know that a plan for his free time was
already in place.

Bored?
Consider This.
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