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The Fellowship is a newsletter published by the Chemical Recovery ministry. The Fellowship is making recovery far more exciting, provocative, and high-spirited (no pun intended), than our addiction ever was. The news of this world is dominated by
an earthly perspective. The Fellowship is a refreshing view of “everything under the sun” from the perspective of those formerly deeply entrenched in its vices and now free and grateful to share a unique perspective on life.
Continue to
work out your
salvation with
fear and trembling. Phil 2:12b

Have you lost the fear and trembling of God? Has the zeal you
once possessed been replaced by
meager Bible Study, faithless
prayer and automatic Church attendance?
Scripture assures us that God is
the same, yesterday, today and
forever. He is unchanging so you
must be willing to change. Take a
good look around you and see a
world that is plunging deeper into
Godlessness with each passing
day. We, as Christians cannot be
afraid to embrace the truth and
look at what we have become so
that we can change. Look intently
into the perfect law and gain the
freedom it provides. (James 1:25)
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But small is the gate
and narrow the road
that leads to life, and
only a few find it.
Matthew 7:14 NIV

GOD RULE

vs.

MOB RULE

I had never heard of Susan Boyle until a couple of days ago. I heard someone on a radio talk show speak about her spectacular singing performance on the British version
of American Idol and decided I’d have a look. Watching her performance on YouTube
sent a chill down my spine.
Before her singing began the crowd mocked her with feigned whistles of desire as this
older woman (who they had deemed ugly and not star material based on her looks and
common, simple, plain speech) greeted the crowd with her heavy Irish accent. Next
were Simon’s patronizing and condescending questions followed by the other judges’
following suit with obvious looks of disapproval at this Hunchback of Notre Dame type
figure whose very presence embarrassed them. The entire crowd was against this
woman and the disgust on there faces could not be hidden.
Then she sang. The cheers soon followed and grew louder and louder as the crowd
instinctively encouraged one another on and riled each other up on Susan Boyle’s behalf. The song and its powerful and heartfelt delivery moved me deeply, but it was the
speed with which jeers turned to cheers that sent the aforementioned chill down my
spine.
This was an example of mob rule seemingly going good, but truth be told mob rule is
mob rule and the outcome, while this time by chance went well enough, is usually bad
and, due to the emotional nature of these phenomenon, are perfect tools for Satan.
The AIG executives recently got a taste of mob rule. These people saw crowds in front
of their homes--where there wives and children live--chanting for their lynching via piano cords.
The Apostle Paul experienced both the love of the crowds and the stonings to follow.
Consider this: God is a God of order. He asks us to reason with Him and the Scriptures
and to be governed by His rule of law. God rule is about objectively looking at issues
and situations through the lens of unwavering principles.
In CR we stress the rules of the group because the rules bring order and stability to
the group. We need not get emotionally exercised when someone is out of line with a
rule, rather we point to the rule and allow the consequences of violating a rule be carried out in love and order. The rules help our meetings be conducive to recovery but
they are also a part of our putting a more general principle into practice—God rule supersedes mob rule.
Caution: the world operates via popular opinion, mass appeal, consensus and political
correctness. It is often led by emotions, and what seems right intuitively. We must not
guide our opinions and life in the same way. When you find yourself agreeing with the
masses: stop and consider that the road Jesus warns us about is wide and many travel
down it. The road to life is narrow; found and traveled by the few.

Q:
A:

Are there any exception to the CR rules? If the Bible is our standard, why is there no grace around the rules?

Grace is a very significant aspect of the Chemical Recovery ministry. One of our long held traditions is
that when we give advice to one another we are to do so with Empathy. We are to relate to the one another’s
struggles and temptations, essentially stepping into the feelings and experience of another, and share so as to
communicate our understanding and desire to speak the truth from a loving place. Empathy guards us from
self-righteousness and allows us to exercise grace.

The three strike rule is another example of the tenant of grace within or group. We allow for mistakes and slip
ups to occur without slamming the hammer of justice atop the head of the offender. The pattern of rule violations will ultimately deem you inappropriate for group, but not before grace has been shown by allowing prior
rule violations to be enforced and serve as a warning.
Consider the words of Paul in the seventh chapter of his second letter to the Corinthians: “Even if I caused you
sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it — I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while — yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance.” It is in this spirit that we enforce the rules of CR. Our ultimate goal is to help people to repent. The sorrow one feels having felt the consequences of a rule violated helps the godly to change and the worldly to see
where they are and hopefully become Willing to Change.

Q
&
A

We have come to realize that rule bending leads to all sorts of trouble. The group is put in the position to judge
motives instead of remaining objective and allowing the rules to have the final say without judgment. Rule
bending fosters resentment as someone is shown leniency while someone else is not, based on a judgment
call. Rule bending ultimately can be a tool of Satan as the rules now become suggestions rather than laws.
Lawlessness works through endless judgment calls with no objective right and wrong. In the end rule bending
is selfish as it usually makes the enforcers feel better in that they get out of the tough job of “wounding a
friend” at the very expense of that friends repentance and soul. Sentimentality should not be confused with grace nor weakness with love.
Have a question? Send it to faq@chemicalrecovery.org

The Beauty of
Never Having
to Say...

There is a phrase that I hear practically every day and that, on most occasions, makes me cringe. Sometimes it's on the job, sometimes it's at my
weekly bible study group, or at church. The phrase is "Sorry I'm late." What
follows is almost always an explanation that embarrasses the listeners far
more than it does the speaker. The excuse is
usually pretty weak and almost always could
have been avoided with a little planning. I am
not really bothered so much with the present
lateness as much as I am with the fact that the
offenders are usually frequent recidivists.

What does "I'm sorry" really mean anyway? Has it become just a formality to say it when we are
wrong even if we really are not sorry and have no intentions to repent. Scripture teaches that the
kind of sorrow God
desires is Godly
which leads to repentance,
not
worldly which is
empty and, dare I
say,
deceitful.

"I'm Sorry"

The beauty of the Chemical Recovery ministry is that we never have to hear "I'm sorry for being
late for group." The rule is plainly spelled out: “Be on time. Doors close promptly at 8:30pm.” The consequence for lateness is
that you don't get in to group and lose the gems of wisdom and love that the Spirit was to dispense to you that week. No judgments about your lateness must be made, no temptations for you to lie to the group, no embarrassing excuses.
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