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Thanksgiving Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln
We invite all to join us in remembering the history of Thanksgiving Day by reading just one of many
Thanksgiving Proclamations given in the US, and adding to our discussion on this topic in the comments
section below. Please take a moment to leave a comment online as we remember the truth about God’s
place in our country’s affairs as recognized by the forefathers of this nation. by the President of the United
States of America.
_______________
The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful years and healthful
skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the Source from
which they come, others have been added which are of so extraordinary a nature that they can not fail to penetrate and
soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-watchful providence of Almighty God.
In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign states to invite
and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws have
been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere, except in the theater of military conflict, while that
theater has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union.
(Continued Over)

I Don't Want To Talk About It - Terrence Real
Having been a disciple for 21 years and in recovery for almost all of those years, I was now
seeing myself being totally overcome with anger and rage. "Losing my Religion" with my
wife and children was becoming a daily event. I
was constantly feeling a black cloud of rage
and confusion hanging over me. I was reading
and praying every day and never missing a
service. What was it that God wanted me to
see?
One day coming home from work I went into a book store to find
a book on Church History. To get to the religion section, I had to
walk past the self-help books. The name of this (Continued Over)

Sola Scriptura
The Protestant reformers of the sixteenth
century sought to rightly order the priorities of the church. Their efforts have
greatly influenced and shaped the church
since that time. Amongst their contributions were the themes Sola Fide, Sola
Gracia, Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus,
and Sola Gloria Deo. Faith alone, Grace
alone, Scripture alone, Christ alone, and
the Glory of God alone.
The second tradition of the Chemical Recovery fellowship is
Biblical Authority. Like the reformers who believed that Scripture
alone must be the final authority in ordering how men should
live, we believe that in a world filled with all kinds of recovery
programs only God's word can promise Total recovery from every enslavement. In the same way sound biblical doctrine refutes false teaching and cures the related diseases of confusion
and heresy, God's word alone has the ability to rightly identify
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The God Mockers
It is September 28, 2009 and
world renowned film maker Roman Polankski has been arrested on a warrant from the US
dating back from 1976. He is
accused of unlawful sexual intercourse with a 13 year old girl.
He pled guilty to this charge but fled the country before he could start serving his time for this offence.
Polanski is finding great support for his cause among
the French people who have harbored this fugitive
since he fled the US.
Many top officials in France including the French
President have expressed disagreement with Mr. Polanskis arrest. Other film makers have expressed outrage that a man of Mr. Polanskis talents should have
to go through hardships like this.
The world is an evil place and is getting progressively worse. It is hard for a Christian to not be polluted by this kind of evil. A man perpetrates a crime
on a child and flees his punishment and now because
he has made a few movies, there is an outcry that he
should be let off the hook for his crimes.
Leaders who should be concerned with upholding
the moral good have instead taken the low road.
Throwing their hats in with the criminals instead of
calling for what is right. Willing to bend or break the
rules to protect a friend.
The Chemical Recovery Ministry has a set of rules
which we revisit at every meeting. One of the functions of the rules is to provide a tangible way by
which we can determine whether we are working our
recovery. Adhering to the rules is an indicator that we
are taking
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(Continued from Lincoln)
Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the field of peaceful industry to the national defense have not arrested the plow, the shuttle, or the ship; the ax has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of
iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than theretofore. Population has steadily
increased notwithstanding the waste that has been made in the camp, the siege, and the battlefield, and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom.
No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts
of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy.
It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged, as with one
heart and one voice, by the whole American people. I do therefore invite my fellow-citizens in every part of the United
States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last
Thursday of November next as a day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.
And I recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and
blessings they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender
care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are
unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation and
to restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility,
and union.
In testimony wherof I have herunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.
[Signed]
A. Lincoln
(Continued from I Don’t Want To Talk About It)
book caught my eye. How many times had my wife told me that I never wanted to open up and have deep talks. I bought
this book instead of the one on Church History as I was hoping this could give me some answers.
The first few pages had me in tears as I could completely relate to what was being discussed. Having spent 21 years
working with CR and continually practicing Empathy - one of the eight traditions, I could tell that this book would not be a
comfortable read.
It wasn't. There were times when I could only read a page or two and would then have to put it down as the pain was
too much. However with each day I was gaining more insight into this rage and confusion that had dogged me for so
long.
Having just finished it I can tell you that it is one of the most powerful books I have ever read. It deals with "Covert Depression" in men and I could clearly see that this is what was rearing its ugly head in my life right now. Terrence Real
does a great job of clarifying so many issues around why men act the way they do.
I have been making great strides in my Total Recovery from my addictions. As a result of the book I decided to see a
Christian therapist who has been pivotal in helping me truly know myself and rid myself of the anger and low self esteem.
I highly recommend this book to anyone but especially to any male addicts or their spouses.
Warning! The language can be a little harsh at times as the author is detailing events and conversations occurring in real sessions.
However the benefits of reading the book far outweigh the occasional expletives.

(Continued from The God Mockers)
our addiction and recovery seriously. There is an understanding in the group that the rules apply equally to everyone
who is attending that evening. There is not one set of rules for one group and another set for a different group.
One of the eight traditions in the Chemical Recovery ministry is Biblical Authority. A key understanding around this tradition is that in group the authority belongs to God. There is no one in the group that can lord it over anyone else. This puts
everyone on an even setting and ensures that everyone gets the help they need.The world holds nothing for the Christian. It has no standard, no morals. Good is evil and evil is good. Wrong is right and right is wrong. Guilt and innocence is
determined not by truth but by social standing.
The Bible tells us in 1 John 4:1 to test the spirits. Are we testing the spirits around us? The Bereans in Acts 17:11 refused to take Paul at his word but insisted that they examine the scriptures to ensure that what he said was accurate.
God did not rebuke them for this but instead held them up as an example and a light to the rest of the church. They did
not sacrifice truth for celebrity but held fast to the everlasting Word of God.
(Continued from Sola Scriptura)
and completely treat the spiritual malady we call addiction.
At the close of Paul's first letter to Timothy in verse twenty of chapter six Paul warns Timothy to guard what has been
entrusted to his care, namely the truth of God's word. And in so doing to avoid the empty discourse which Paul describes as godless chatter. Today we can easily be taken in by any number of man made philosophies that present
themselves as "cures" or "treatments" for addiction. They may appear on some level to offer relief from, and even remission of drug and alcohol abuse. And yet by their very design cannot address, much less fix what the bible plainly describes as being the root of all enslavement, man's sinful and wayward heart. As keepers of the truth we too should
closely guard what has been entrusted to us, being careful to never dilute it's potency by allowing it to be mixed with this
worlds prescriptions for a recovered life. We would do well to remember that only the truth can ever set us free.

